
1 
 

The Sea Cargo Charter  
Frequently Asked Questions  

Contents 
Background ............................................................................................................................................. 4 

What is the role of shipping and chartering? ..................................................................................... 4 

What is the IMO and what did they decide regarding GHG emissions? ............................................. 4 

The Sea Cargo Charter ............................................................................................................................ 5 

What is the Sea Cargo Charter? .......................................................................................................... 5 

What is the objective of the Sea Cargo Charter? ................................................................................ 5 

What is the objective of each of the principles? ................................................................................ 5 

Principle 1 - Assessment of climate alignment ............................................................................... 5 

Principle 2 - Accountability ............................................................................................................. 5 

Principle 3 - Enforcement ............................................................................................................... 5 

Principle 4 - Transparency ............................................................................................................... 6 

What is the scope of the Sea Cargo Charter, and why? ..................................................................... 6 

What segments do Signatories report in? .......................................................................................... 6 

When was the Sea Cargo Charter officially launched? ....................................................................... 6 

Who has been involved in developing the Sea Cargo Charter? .......................................................... 7 

Were shipowners involved in the discussions of the Sea Cargo Charter? .......................................... 7 

Have international groups and NGOs  involved? ........................................................................ 7 

How is the Sea Cargo Charter related to the Poseidon Principles? .................................................... 7 

What are the elements that will be addressed in future reviews of the Sea Cargo Charter? ............ 7 

Becoming a Signatory ............................................................................................................................. 8 

Who can be a Signatory? .................................................................................................................... 8 

What is the benefit of becoming a Signatory? ................................................................................... 8 

What is the process of becoming a Signatory? ................................................................................... 8 

What is the purpose of the Standard Declaration? ............................................................................ 9 

What is the purpose of the Signatory Application? ............................................................................ 9 

What is the purpose of the Membership Agreement? ....................................................................... 9 

What is the purpose of the Self-Assessment? .................................................................................... 9 

How does this fit with other initiatives? ............................................................................................. 9 

What are the fees for Signatories? ................................................................................................... 10 

I’m not a charterer – can I endorse the Sea Cargo Charter? ............................................................ 10 

I’m a third party / service provider – can I endorse the Sea Cargo Charter? ................................... 10 



2 
 

Climate alignment ................................................................................................................................. 10 

What is climate alignment? .............................................................................................................. 10 

What is carbon intensity? How is it measured? ............................................................................... 10 

What is a decarbonization trajectory? .............................................................................................. 11 

Who produces the decarbonization trajectory? ............................................................................... 11 

How is the required carbon intensity value for each year up to 2050 calculated? .......................... 11 

How can annual alignment be improved in the short/medium term? ............................................. 12 

Is there an impact of carbon offsetting on the climate alignment? ................................................. 12 

What is the impact of the fuel type used? ........................................................................................ 12 

What about changes in ship design, specificities, efficiency, impact of retrofit works...? ............... 12 

What is the impact of the (slow) speed strategy/performance of vessels? ..................................... 12 

Is there an impact of the age of the vessel? ..................................................................................... 12 

Calculations & data sourcing ................................................................................................................ 12 

What is the exact data needed for the calculations? ....................................................................... 12 

Who provides the data? .................................................................................................................... 13 

Are ballast legs included in the calculations? ................................................................................... 13 

What is the source of the CO  emission factors? .............................................................................. 13 

Does the methodology consider lifecycle emissions? What happens if alternative fuels are used for 

which CO  emission factors are not provided in Resolution MEPC.308(73)? ................................... 13 

Will double accounting of carbon emissions by different stakeholders related to the same cargo be 

an issue? ............................................................................................................................................ 14 

Will the process for collecting data be applied on time by the various parties? ............................. 14 

What are the consequences if Signatories can’t obtain approval from all owners to collect the 

relevant data to perform the calculations? ...................................................................................... 14 

Is there a minimum threshold of data collection under which the calculations would be considered 

as non-relevant? ............................................................................................................................... 14 

How should incorrect data received from owners be treated? ....................................................... 14 

Enforcement of the Charter .................................................................................................................. 15 

What does enforcement look like? ................................................................................................... 15 

What is the purpose of the Sea Cargo Charter Clause? .................................................................... 15 

Has the Clause been endorsed by industry associations? ................................................................ 15 

Reporting & transparency ..................................................................................................................... 15 

What is the process for calculating and reporting climate alignment? ............................................ 15 

What exactly do Signatories need to report? What of that becomes public? ................................. 16 

What qualifies as “eligible reporting chartering activities”? ............................................................ 17 

What is the difference between the reporting of the Sea Cargo Charter and the EU-MRV/IMO-

DCS? .................................................................................................................................................. 17 



3 
 

Does becoming a Signatory create significant reporting requirements? ......................................... 17 

How will the climate alignment scores be published? ..................................................................... 17 

Governance ........................................................................................................................................... 17 

How is the Sea Cargo Charter governed? ......................................................................................... 17 

What are the roles within the Sea Cargo Charter Association? ....................................................... 18 

What are the support roles within the Association? ........................................................................ 18 

 

  



4 
 

How do I contact the Secretariat of the Sea Cargo Charter Association?  

Background  

What is the role of shipping and chartering? 

What is the IMO and what did they decide regarding GHG emissions?  

 

 

https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf
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The Sea Cargo Charter  

What is the Sea Cargo Charter?  

 

 

 

 

What is the objective of the Sea Cargo Charter?  

What is the objective of each of the principles?  

Principle 1 - Assessment of climate alignment 

Principle 2 - Accountability  

Principle 3 - Enforcement  
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Principle 4 - Transparency  

What is the scope of the Sea Cargo Charter, and why?  

 

 

 

What segments do Signatories report in? 

- 

- 

- 

- 

When was the Sea Cargo Charter officially launched?  
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Who has been involved in developing the Sea Cargo Charter?  

Were shipowners involved in the discussions of the Sea Cargo Charter?  

Have international groups and NGOs been involved?  

How is the Sea Cargo Charter related to the Poseidon Principles?  

What are the elements that will be addressed in future reviews of the Sea 

Cargo Charter?  

https://www.poseidonprinciples.org/finance/
https://www.poseidonprinciples.org/finance/
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Becoming a Signatory 

Who can be a Signatory?  

What is the benefit of becoming a Signatory?  

What is the process of becoming a Signatory?  
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What is the purpose of the Standard Declaration?  

What is the purpose of the Signatory Application?  

What is the purpose of the Membership Agreement?  

What is the purpose of the Self-Assessment?  

How does this fit with other initiatives?  

https://www.seacargocharter.org/resources/
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What are the fees for Signatories?  

I’m not a charterer – can I endorse the Sea Cargo Charter?  

I’m a third party / service provider – can I endorse the Sea Cargo Charter?  

,

 

Climate alignment  

What is climate alignment?  

What is carbon intensity? How is it measured?  

https://www.seacargocharter.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Sea-Cargo-Charter-Association-%E2%80%93-Governance-Rules.pdf
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What is a decarbonization trajectory?  

Who produces the decarbonization trajectory?  

How is the required carbon intensity value for each year up to 2050 

calculated?  

https://www.seacargocharter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/SCC-Brochure-V09.pdf
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How can annual alignment be improved in the short/medium term?  

Is there an impact of carbon offsetting on the climate alignment?  

 

What is the impact of the fuel type used?  

What about changes in ship design, specificities, efficiency, impact of retrofit 

works...?  

What is the impact of the (slow) speed strategy/performance of vessels?  

Is there an impact of the age of the vessel?  

 

Calculations & data sourcing 

What is the exact data needed for the calculations? 
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Who provides the data? 

Are ballast legs included in the calculations?  

What is the source of the CO2 emission factors?  

Does the methodology consider lifecycle emissions? What happens if 

alternative fuels are used for which CO2 emission factors are not provided in 

Resolution MEPC.308(73)?  

https://www.seacargocharter.org/resources/
mailto:https://www.seacargocharter.org/resources/
https://www.seacargocharter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/SCC-Brochure-V09.pdf
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Will double accounting of carbon emissions by different stakeholders related 

to the same cargo be an issue?  

Will the process for collecting data be applied on time by the various parties?  

What are the consequences if Signatories can’t obtain approval from all 

owners to collect the relevant data to perform the calculations?  

Is there a minimum threshold of data collection under which the calculations 

would be considered as non-relevant?  

How should incorrect data received from owners be treated?  

• 

• 

https://www.seacargocharter.org/resources/
https://www.seacargocharter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/SCC-Brochure-V09.pdf
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Enforcement of the Charter  

What does enforcement look like?  

What is the purpose of the Sea Cargo Charter Clause?  

 

 

Has the Clause been endorsed by industry associations?  

 

Reporting & transparency  

What is the process for calculating and reporting climate alignment?  

https://www.seacargocharter.org/resources/
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What exactly do Signatories need to report? What of that becomes public?  
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What qualifies as “eligible reporting chartering activities”?  

What is the difference between the reporting of the Sea Cargo Charter and 

the EU-MRV/IMO-DCS?  

Does becoming a Signatory create significant reporting requirements?  

How will the climate alignment scores be published?  

on a timeline that is appropriate for them

 

Governance  

How is the Sea Cargo Charter governed?  

https://www.seacargocharter.org/resources/
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What are the roles within the Sea Cargo Charter Association?  

Steering Committee  

Signatories  

Technical Committee 

What are the support roles within the Association?  

Secretariat  

Advisory  

 

https://www.seacargocharter.org/about/governance/
https://www.seacargocharter.org/about/governance/
https://www.globalmaritimeforum.org/
https://www.smartfreightcentre.org/en/
https://www.u-mas.co.uk/

